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The Age of the Local Interstellar Bubble 

Dr. Helmut Abt (NOAO) 

Helmut Abt received the first Ph.D. in astronomy at Caltech. He taught 

at the University of Chicago. In the 1950s he did most of the field work 

to find the best site for the Kitt Peak National Observatory, and has been 

on its staff since 1959. He was the Managing Editor of the Astrophysical 

Journal for 29 years, bringing it into the computerized handling of 

manuscripts, using multiple editors, and a closer relation with authors 

and referees. He does research on stellar multiplicities, evolution, and peculiar stars.  He has visited China 

13 times since 1985. 

Abstract   

Few people know that the solar system happens to be at the center of 

an interstellar bubble that is virtually devoid of gas.  That gas was 

blown out by supernovae, and we can determine when they occurred. 

 

 

 

 

 
All are welcome！Tea, coffee, biscuits will be served at 2:45 P.M. 

You are welcome to nominate speakers to Shude Mao (shude.mao@gmail.com), Licai Deng (licai@bao.ac.cn), 

Xuelei Chen (xuelei@cosmology.bao.ac.cn).  
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